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U.S. Counterspy Efforts Seen Paying Off

By MICHAEL WINES and RONALD J. OSTROW, T¥mes Staff Writers

WASHINGTON —~A wave of es-
pionage cases this year, culminat-
ing in the arrests of four peopie on
three separate spying charges dur-
ing the last five days, represents
the fruits of a decade’s strengthen-
ing of U.S. counterintelligence
abilities, some intelligence officials
now say.

Those officials credit incressed
spending on counterspy programs
and unusually close cooperation
between the FBI and its CIA and
Defense Department rivals with
the filing of espionage charges

against 11 persons #o far in 1985—
the most since World War I1.

The latest arrests brought the
total number of spying charges
lodged since 1982 to 30. Another 20
Soviet and Eastern Bloc officials
have been expelled for espionage
during the same period, FBI Direc-

month.

The view that this fat roster of
accused spies proves the success of
U.S. counterspy programs—and
not their failure—is disputed by
some intelligence experts, who
note that other

the fruition of a lot of efforts
in foreign counterintelligence,”
William Baker, assistant FBI direc-
tor for congressional and public
affairs, said g

Intelligence agencies “are learn-
ing the deterrent value of prosecu-
tions,” added Stephen S. Trott,
assistant attorney general in
charge of the Justice Department’s
criminal division.

Such successes, Administration
officials say, spring, in part, from a
buildup of FBI counterintelligence
programs begun in 1983 and sub-
stantial increases in the counterspy
budgets of the Defense Intelligence
Agency and other military espio-
nage offices.

Although spending figures are
classified, Baker said that the FBI
has moved to reverse the unfavor-
able ratio between Soviet Bloc
operatives and agents assigned to
counterintelligence. The Senate
Intelligence Committee has ap-
proved increases “in most
if not all of the intelligence budg-
ets” it has reviewed, a committee
spokesman said.

paint a brighter picture. “You're
seeing

In another gesture to the
new-found importance of counter-

officials contend that cooperation
has improved in recent years. The
Senate Committee

In at least some cases, the coop-
eration appears to have worked

after he sought unusual to
secret documents. Earlier, the FBI
arrested two persons on charges of
spying for Ghana after one of them,
CIA clerk Sharon M. Scranage,
failed a lie-detector test.

The FBI also stressed the coop-
eration of the National Security
Agency in announcing Monday’s
arrest of Ronald W. Pelton on
charges of passing NSA codes and
other secrets to the Soviet Union.
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